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M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  C E O  R O B E R T  SA N TA N A

I CHOOSE TO BE A LEADER AND AN OPTIMIST. I choose to believe we inspire hope and live in a 
world of potential. And I choose to see the challenges we face today as opportunities. 
 These challenges are not easy to solve. But, to make a significant impact—whether 
providing equitable access to opportunities to break the cycle of poverty or providing 
a support system for families so all kids in our communities have access to world-class 
mentoring—long-term commitments are essential. It will take a community of people coming 
together with an unwavering commitment to inspire hope and make this a better world for 
our kids. 
 As we look at the impact we have across all our sites, we continue to focus on each and 
every relationship we build. We value and appreciate every child and family we have the 
privilege of serving. We are incredibly grateful for our volunteers, donors, and community 
partners for helping us strengthen our collective impact.  
 Together, we leverage our expertise and resources to serve the whole child and the whole 
family. As we look to the future, we are defined by our collective impact, all of us doing 
our part to support our kids. As leader and an optimist, I ask you to join me in seeing the 
greatness in our kids and imagine how much better this world will be when we inspire hope. 
Each of us has the power to change the world, and I ask you to join us, in whatever capacity 
you can, to reach those kids and families who need us most.

“May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.” - Nelson Mandela
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OUR MISSION: To 

ensure every child 

has mentors and 

champions in life.



F E AT U R E  STO RY

2022 College Bound Graduation
OUR GOAL AS AN ORGANIZATION 
IS TO HELP YOUTH REACH THEIR 
FULL POTENTIAL by ensuring they 
have access to the tools they need 
to pursue greatness. To the core of 
our DNA, we believe every child and 
teen we serve has the potential to do 
great things, and it is our privilege to 
invest in opportunities to help them 
unlock that potential.
 On Saturday, May 14, Club families 
came together to celebrate the 
College Bound graduation and 
scholarship ceremony for the Class 
of 2022 at the historical Bowers 
Museum in Santa Ana. 
 College Bound works to ensure 
high school students graduate on 
time with a customized plan for 
their future. Since 2014, our Club 
has helped over 10,000 students 
prepare for their post-secondary 
education in our school partner sites 
in Santa Ana, Orange, and Newport-
Mesa Unified School Districts.
 The majority of the teens we serve 
are first generation college students 
and come from predominantly low-
income to middle-class households. 
So to ensure our College Bound 
members achieve their academic 
and higher educational goals, our 
Academic Advisors help them 

prepare for scholarship opportunities 
and mentor them through the college 
application process.
 This year, with the support from 
our Club community and corporate 
partners, we awarded over $140,000 
in scholarships to 44 deserving 
members. Profit Recovery Partners 
partnered with our Club to award 
$40,000 to 4 graduating seniors and 
4 College Bound Alumni members, 
and Pacific Life Foundation awarded 
$25,000 to 10 graduating seniors. 
Other supporters of this year’s 
scholarship program include Anne 
MacPherson, the Argyros Family, and 
Nicole Carrillo Hall & Keith Hall.

 “WE’RE PROUD TO PARTNER 
WITH THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
TO HELP MAKE AN IMPACT IN 
THESE STUDENTS’ LIVES AS 
THEY COMPLETE HIGH SCHOOL 
AND MOVE ON TO COLLEGE.” 
 — Tennyson Oyler, Pacific Life 

Foundation

 In addition to our College Bound 
Scholarships, a few of our members 
also received scholarships from 
our community partners. Two 

members, a future historian and a 
future mechatronics engineer, were 
both awarded a 4-year renewable 
gap scholarship through the Angels 
College Scholarship from the 
Angels Baseball Foundation. While 
another, a future civil engineer, 
received $10,000 through the Live 
Más Scholarship from the Taco Bell 
Foundation.
 This year, we had 167 seniors 
graduate from 12 high school 
partner sites by helping them secure 
over $2.4 million in additional 
scholarships, grants and financial 
aid. This fall, College Bound members 
will be attending their first semester 
of college in various schools including 
UC Berkeley, UCLA, University of 
Notre Dame, Concordia University, 
and Santa Ana College. 
 To learn more about College 
Bound or make a gift toward helping 
deserving students reach their goals 
of a post-high school education, 
please contact David Blair, Director of 
Philanthropy, Corporate at 
dblair@boysandgirlsclub.com or  
(714) 543-5540, ext. 307. 

College Bound seniors in attendance at the 2022 College Bound Graduation on Saturday, May 14, at the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana



BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF CENTRAL ORANGE COAST | S P R I N G  2 0 2 2

Youth of the Year: LEONA PHAM (they / them)

M E M B E R  H I G H L I G H T

EACH YEAR, OUR CLUB HONORS 
AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER TO SERVE 
AS YOUTH OF THE YEAR; they act 
as an ambassador of the Club, 
speaks in front of City Officials 
and Board Members at Club 
events, and most importantly, 
acts as a role model for all the 
younger kids in our program. 
     To become Youth of the 
Year, nominees go through 
a rigorous process with an 
essay application and a panel 
interview comprised of Board 
Members and Strategic Partners. 
Picking one outstanding teen is 
always a difficult decision, but it’s 
also really rewarding to see all that 
our teens have accomplished thus 
far in their young lives and to hear 
about their goals for the future.
     We are excited to announce this 
year’s Youth of the Year: Leona 
Pham.
     A recent graduate of NOVA 
Academy in Santa Ana, Leona 
was simultaneously enrolled 
in both high school and 
community college classes for 
the past three years. In June, 
Leona graduated with a high 
school diploma from NOVA 
Academy and an associate of 
arts degrees from Santa Ana 
College.
     As a 4.0+ student who 
consistently excelled in honor 
and advanced placement 
courses, Leona was also an ASB 
member and president of the 
National Honor Society. They 
were awarded valedictorian 
of their senior class for their 
high academic honors and for 
being a leader amongst their 
peers. Beyond their academics, 
though, Leona is a natural-born 
leader who commits to making 
a difference in their community 
and the people they meet. 
     When Leona became 
the president of NHS, they 
implemented a permanent 
recycling program on campus 
because of their passion for 
helping the environment and 
reducing waste. As Youth 
of the Year, Leona’s goal is 
to empower others to be 
environmentally conscious and 

begin the change within their 
community and environment. 
     This fall, Leona will 
study biochemistry at SOKA 
University and focus their career 
in the environments of science 
and conservation.
     For nearly 70 years, the 
Boys & Girls Clubs’ Youth of 
the Year program has honored 
and celebrated the nation’s 
most inspiring teens and their 
incredible journeys. Stories of 
outstanding leadership, service, 
academic excellence, and 
dedication to living a healthy 
lifestyle have made Youth of 
the Year America’s premier 
leadership and recognition 
program for teens. The 
amazing young people selected 
represent the voice and spirit 
of hope for America. Inspiring 
all kids to lead. To succeed. To 
inspire.
     As Youth of the Year, Leona 
has already received a $2,500 
scholarship from our Club to 
use toward their education. Our 

Youth of the Year runner-ups 
were also awarded scholarships.
We are excited to see what the 
future holds for Leona as they 
continues to pursue greatness. 
     Our College Bound program 
provides additional scholarships 
to help deserving kids pay for 
college. Want to be a part of 
it? Visit our website at www.
boysandgirlsclub.com/donate to 
make a gift.
     Thank you for helping us 
fulfill our mission to ensure 
every child has mentors and 
champions in life and for giving 
high school students a better 
opportunity to reach their 
GREATEST POTENTIAL!

Leona Pham, 2022 Youth of the Year, SOKA University class of 2026



THIS YEAR, WE INTRODUCED TWO 
NEW INITIATIVES TO BRING MORE 
VALUABLE RESOURCES TO THE 
YOUTH WE SERVE. 
     Recent studies showed that 
94% of students seen by high 
school counselors showed signs 
of anxiety or depression. And as 
we come out of the wake of the 
pandemic, our Club understands 
the issue mental health has had 
in our communities. 
     Through a partnership with 
StartWell OC, CHOC, and others, 
our Club will:
• expand training for every 

staff member on social 
emotional services,

• provide our Club families 
more resources to connect 
with professional help, and

• provide intential curriculum 
designed to improve and 
support social emotional 
intelligence 

    

     Through our network 
of partnerships like Irvine 
Company, Antis Roofing 
& Waterproofing, PIMCO, 
and others, we will provide 
teens with opportunities to 
experience:
• workshops
• direct mentorship
• internships/externships
• speaker series
• career fairs, and more
     
     To learn how you can get 
involved and make an impact in 
these initiatives, please contact 
our Director of Philanthropy, 
Corporate David Blair at 
dblair@boysandgirlsclub.com 
or (714) 543-5540, ext. 307, 
or scan the QR code below to 
learn more about our Workforce 
Development initiative.

N E W  I N I T I AT I V E S  A H E A D

Workforce Development & Mental Health
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Impact Summary

71
nonprofit and community 

partners

284,000
meals distributed in 42 

food distributions

40,232
children, adults, and 

seniors served

720
members served at 

4 Club locations

300
served through 3 

elementary partner sites

     By providing teens with 
more equitable access to 
career opportunities post-
graduation, our Club launched 
a Workforce Development 
program. Our goal is to 
connect teens to industry 
professionals who will help 
guide them in the preparation 
for their future careers in: 
• Business Adminstration 
• Civic Services
• Construction & Trade
• Healthcare
• Sales 
• Service Industry
• S.T.E.M. 

“OUR YOUTH DESERVE TO 
HAVE RESOURCES AND 
LEARN ABOUT THE MANY 
INNOVATIVE INDUSTRIES WE 
HAVE IN OUR OWN BACKYARD 
OF ORANGE COUNTY.”
—Antis Roofing & Waterproofing

2,229
teens served at 12 sites with 167 

seniors graduating on time

$142,000
in Club scholarships granted to  
44 graduating seniors this year

$2.4 million+
secured in scholarships, grants, and 
financial aid for the Class of 2022 

219
alumni members served in the 

College Bound Alumni program



CALENDAR SPRING

THE BRUERY
ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL
8/13
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SAVE THE DATE 
BE GREAT GALA
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